
UNISDR WCDRR, Sendai, Japan, March 2015

On invitation from the International Expert Meeting on Cultural Heritage Disaster Risk Management 
organized by UNESCO, ICCROM and the Japan Cultural Institute, Yasmeen Lari, SI, HI, CEO Heritage 
Foundation of Pakistan, presented her keynote address titled Cultural Heritage, Societal Cohesion and 
Sustainable Development: DRR-compliant Women-centered No-cost/Low-cost Holistic Approaches 
for Marginalized Communities during the first session held on 11th March 2015 in Tokyo. The recom-
mendations of the paper were incorporated in the final proposals that were presented by the group 
on 14th March 2015 in the World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction held at Sendai, when images 
from Lari’s presentation were also presented. 

Recommendations from Lari’s presentation incorporated in the final proposals at the World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction, 2015.

UNISDR World Conference on Disaster 
Risk Reduction, Sendai, Japan 
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HF’s Sustainable DRR-Compliant Self-Built Shelters 

Build Back Safer with 
Vernacular Methodologies 


World’s Largest Zero/Low Carbon 
Footprint Shelter Program in 
collaboration with IOM, as 
Technical Advisory Partner 
 
Cost: US$ 300 
Attributes: 

¥  No/Low Carbon Emissions 
¥  No trees felled 
¥  1750 Villages covered 
¥  300,000 persons housed 

Materials Used: 
¥  Locally Sourced Clay 
¥  Low-energy Lime 
¥  Renewable Bamboo 

HF/IOM Model 


Multiple bamboo  
joists & purlins 

Pozzolana lime water 
proofing over straw 
matting  

Roof 
overhang 18” mud 

wall with 
lime-mud 
render 

450 mm plinth 
with lime stabilized 
mud  base toe  

Sustainable Low Cost Community Buildings for Refuge 


Community Buildings on Stilts 

Mud  walls school building with raised floor level 

Bronze Age Mohenjo Daro Platforms for safety
Women’s Centre on Stilts 

Seismic- & Flood- resistant bamboo cross bracing  

Zero-carbon Footprint Flood-resistant Units 

Bamboo roofs providing refuge  Personalizing each unit 

Shelter source of identification and pride 

HF/IOM Model 


HF/IOM Model 


HF Prototype 2011



